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Prior to the 1945 nationalization, the Stara Tura (PL9/T26) precision tool
enterprise was part of the firm of llichera, Ltd., omed by the Dulparian
Consul, ftichera (1). During the war Iichers supported the partisans with
large sume of money (0 million Kes), and hid oub the Slovak Communist leaders
Bastovancky and Suldike, disguised as workers in his factory. Iowever, after
the war he Llect the support of the Communists he had formerly assisted, was
imprisoned, lost all his property, including his houses, throurh confiscation,
and finally died in 1948. From 1945 to 1949 the Stara Tura plant was one of
the Povazske strojarne (Vash River Machine UJorks, National Enterprise) factories.
Now 1t will probably be called Slovak Enterprises of Preeision ifechanics, or
will possibly be named for some important political figure.

The ilational Enterprise managewent has not yet been cgbtablished. The manager
of the Stara Tura plant in Ing. Nerad, an able man and Communist, Sinde i%
is the largest precision tool factory in Slovakia, Stara Tura will probably
become the main plant of the precision tool combine. In this event it would
mana;e the CGoers Optics Factory at Bratislava (P49/%99), as well as two alerm
clock factories, ome in Dratislava and one in Tureiansky Sv. Martin (050/069),
a plant producing manometers in Bratislava, another Dratislava factory manu-
facturing drafting equipment, all of which plants are currently Toerz subsidie
aries, and perhaps alsc later on even the former Jelka Dytca furniture plant,
which now makes semi-precision measuring devices, such as wocden rulers and
metal measuring tapes (2).

There is however, a lack of both personnel and office space in Stara Tura,
which situation would hinder the formation of a headquarters office there for.
the national enterprise., Furthormore, the Ministry of National Lelense wanis
the manapement located further to the north, considering Stara Tura as unsuite
sble because the sccurity line established by the Gemeral Staff runs north
from Stara Tura,.

The buildings of the Stara Turs plant are in good condition. They occupy
about 21,000 sq. meters and are single-story, brick structures with iron-
girder supported ceilings and gray saddle roofs (3). ‘the mochines are
excellent. They include lathes, multiple labhes, nilling machines, machines
to produce waier mebter gears, grinders for both flat work and rounded objects
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{that is, flat grindoers and rotory cylindrical surface grinders). machines Tor
grinding threaded pauges, a fow shapers and planes, press-cacting macihines 1or
aluminum and brass, 20 vertical ecceatric presses dating back to 1939 for Pro-
ducing brass machine gun cartridges, tubc-drawing machincs for manuiacturing
hypodermic ncedles, and an wunususl nachine Tor calibreting glass tubes, which
has recently Leen built in the plawnt. This last piece of machincry ic a precisely
ground iron "thorn® or bar (Zelezn; trm) upon which Stara Tura's irporfect plass
tubes are placed, electrically hea’ed until soft, and are then shaped exactly,
obviating the necessibty of further grinding., Decause of the small cooflicient
of’ heat cxpansion in glass, it is relatively easy to remove the glass tube onwe
the "horn" is ajain cooled,

The production program includes vater meters, textile spindles (including o
machine with eight calibrated vestical spindles) (L), aluminm pocket lighters,
wedical instruments such as sterilizers of all simes and sterile instrument
boxes for hospitols, medical eximining ocular mirrors, stethoscopes, scalpels
and instruments peculiar to ear surpery and fyrecology, as well as hypodeymic
syringes and bent surgicel needles, and cartridges and bullets for 15, 20, 25,
and 30 mm guns. The ammunition production was begun in the all of 19k9.

The plant is capable of producing 100,000 water meters amually, but its capacity
iz not fully utilized as expor: orders which were expected from Ching and the
Balkans failed to materialize. Production of volume displacement water meters
and of hot-water water motcrs is being planned (5). Aboub six differcnt sizes

of wmter«<uhcel type water melers are now being nanmfactured. )

the production of aluminum »ocket lichters was bepun after the war. Ilolland
ordered one-hall million pisces, bub after receipt of a small order of about
50,000, withdrew the large* onder.

Producticn of medical inciruments by the fim of Injecta at Kraslice: CEL/0)
on the Cermon border was transferred to Stara Tura, which has manaped this new
production very successiully, and has even increased the production, Iypodermie
syringe production is Luited only by a lack of glass {6)., Utara Tura has
attempted to offset thiz shortase to some degree by producing its own calibrated
tubes by neans of the thorn" arparatus desceribed above. Although the Ingla
lational Interprise 1r authorized to produce all necedles in the CSh; the neced
for needles is so wrrant that Stara Tura was glven approval to produce h;;rpe-:
dermmic ard bent surg.eal needles, which Stara Turs has done with consideighle
success. the hypodirale needles arve produced by drawving stainless steol tubing
to the proper size, resulting in thin tubes such as were deliverced from Switzers
land and elsevhere before 29'-8,

These needles arc very expensive, one kilogram costing as much as 10,000 Kes

in foreipgn curr¢icy. Iruvn, on the other hand, in the form of gasoline drms

is being sxportrd at 1h Kee a kilogram. This and other examples have been
brought up at discussions of the Five Yoar Plan program, with the intent of
strengthening ~he position of the precision mechanics industry at the expense

of whe heavy rachine inductry, since the latter is unable o command the same
high price fo’ iron matesials on {he foreigm market. Another reasen given for
allowing +the precision mechanics industry priority over the heavy machine industry
was that the heavy machine industry is limited by the relatively small production
of the Czect ironworks. The proposal to lay more cmphasis on procision tools

and less on heavy machinery in the Tive Year Plan was s hovever, rejected.

The milit:ry significance of Stara Tara is slirht unless it should comvert to

the produ.tion of weapons parts, aining sifhts s etc.  Such a comversion is 5
nowever, anlikely both beeause of cortain opposition by the precision machinicts
and wor':rs, and because of the fact that Crzechoslovalia, 2lready has in existing
Tactorirs sulTicicnt production of such materials., To date s thercfore, no

plans hwve been made to convert Stava Tura to military production,
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(1) ;qugment: The Pragus llichera plant, which was smaller but had better
erelopment offices, is to be converted to same other production under the Five
Yoay Plan.

(2) |

(3} @%@ These saddle roofs are éomposcd of a flat roof regularly inter-
rupted with peaked skylights.

) omment: Conditions in the Czech textile industry were alrcady detord-
orating before the Yar, and throurhout the war there was no abtempt to improve
the situation. Consequently, therc was considerable need for extensive reno-
vation and moderrization of textile machinery.

(53 | |Ccmz~.:f3nt: Certain commmunitics have a central hot water plent which pipes
100 water to the houses in the some fashion as cold Waeter, thus obviating the
need for hot=water boilers in the houscs themselves,

{&) :Ll'omnnn‘b: The Czech glass industry failed to produce calibrated tubes,

and it was therefore necessary to ovder them abroad; they were smuggled from
Gexmany and bought in Switzerland and France.
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